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Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  
Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 

made known to God. – Phil 4:4-6 

Divine Service Setting One 
Opening Hymn: Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
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Absolution 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle (Joy) 
The third candle on the Advent Wreath is the Shepherd Candle. 

This candle symbolizes the “Coming” of the Savior into our hearts through faith in His Holy Word.  
Even as the shepherds saw their Savior with their own eyes, and believed – so we see Him through the eyes of faith. 

 

M:  We light the Shepherd candle, remembering Jesus, the Light of the World.  
He came to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C:  We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers.  
John proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

M:  I will raise up over them one shepherd, and he will tend them. 
C:  My servant David will tend them, and he will be their shepherd.      -Ezekiel 34:23  
M:  Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. 
C:  With his arm he will gather the lambs. 
M:  He will lift them up on his lap. 
C:  He will gently lead the nursing mothers.       

 -Isaiah 40:11 
 

Three Advent candles are lit. 

 
Be seated 

The Word 
First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 

1The wilderness and the desert will be glad. 

The wasteland of the Arabah will rejoice and blossom like a crocus. 
2It will bloom lavishly, 

and there will be great joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it. 

It will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon. 

They will see the glory of the LORD, 

the majesty of our God. 

3Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make the shaky knees steady. 
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4Tell those who have a fearful heart: 

 Be strong. 

 Do not be afraid. 

 Look! Your God will come with vengeance. 

 With God's own retribution, he will come and save you. 

5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged. 
6The crippled will leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy. 

Waters will flow in the wilderness, 

and streams in the wasteland. 
7The burning sand will become a pool, 

and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water. 

There will be grass, reeds, and rushes where the haunts of jackals once lay. 

8A highway will be there, 

a road that will be called the holy way. 

The impure will not walk there. 

It will be reserved for those who walk in that holy way. 

Wicked fools will not wander onto it. 
9No lion will be there, 

nor will any ferocious animal go up on it. 

They will not be found there, 

but only the redeemed will walk there. 
10Then those ransomed by the LORD will return. 

They will enter Zion with a joyful shout, 

and everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Happiness and joy will overtake them, 

and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Choir Prepare the Way of the Lord 
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Second Reading James 5:7–11 

  7Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 

for the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early 

and late rain. 8You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord is 

near. 

  9Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! The 

Judge is standing at the doors! 10Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance. 11See, we consider those who 

endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient endurance of Job and have seen what 

the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is especially compassionate and merciful. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse of the Day Matthew 11:10 

Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. 

Alleluia. 
  

Stand 

Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 
  2While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent two of his 

disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone else?” 

  4Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive 

sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

and the gospel is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the one who does not take offense at 

me.” 

  7As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in soft clothing? No, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9So what 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. 10This is 

the one about whom it is written, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you.’ 11Amen I tell you: Among those born of women there has not 

appeared anyone greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
Tune: Public domain 

Sermon          James 5:7–11 

Be Patient-The Lord Is Coming 
Stand Firm 
Be Humble 
Persevere 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

Offering 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at: http://www.grace-wels.net/Give or by 
utilizing this QR code:  
 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

The Sacrament 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Be seated 

Distribution 

 
Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion. The Bible teaches that participating in the Lord's Supper 
is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 10:17). We lovingly ask, therefore, that before joining in this, the 
highest act of fellowship, a unity of faith based on the Bible be established through membership in the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and confession we 
enjoy. 

Distribution Hymn: Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord CW 315 

 

 

 
 

5 Crush for me the serpent’s head 

that, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to you in faith, 

safely kept through life and death, 

 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–1659, abr.; (sts. 1–3, 5–6): tr. Catherine 
Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 4): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5–6) and tune: Public domain 

 

6 And, when you shall come again 

as a glorious king to reign, 

I with joy may see your face, 

freely ransomed by your grace. 
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Distribution Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten CW 358 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348–c. 413, abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: plainsong, 13th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 

this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 

you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten CW 358 sts. 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348–c. 413, abr.; (st. 4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt. 
Tune: plainsong, 13th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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